SG1l

: G(wemment

-RDP96-0078{5000200080033-8

OV v -+ el

Em1gre Tells of Research in Sov1et

In Parapsychology for Mllltary Use

By FLORA LEWIS
Specal to Ths Ngw Yark Tires

PARIS June 18~—-An emigre Soviet

physiclst says that the Soviet Union hgs.

heen doing secret work in parapsycholos
gy, for what appesr. to be military and
police purposes. :

The :§oviet emgre, August Stern, who

- now. livey in-Paris, .spant three ‘years in

8 secret Siberian. laboratory in the late
1060°s trylng'to find & physical basls for
psychic anetgy. or t‘pul parxlq;es," a4 they
are called,

Moscows intarest m the suhject was

,.demonamtod fn the'case of Robert C.
“Toth, a' correspondent of The Los Angeles |
Times, who Was intenogated this week | an
_In ‘Moscow ' l;y the, K.GB,, the security

palice;: and was accused of having re-

: ﬁ“’“‘ “state secrets™ ‘about parapsy-

chology. He was ‘sliowed {o leavs for
homé after protests by t‘&g united State;_

[in Washlnxton, officllls said the ine
“elligence gommunity wes aware of
Soviet: research in ‘parapsychology, but
added fhat American specialists did not
believe the Russians had made any
unusual discoveries, One official said *

T nnx IEPIDAY WERS SOLOMON -
. x.gv’s A YAFFAm

W.LA

-’,, o

some Soviet work appeared aimed at
developing psychologlcal warfare
-methads.) .

“The Toth inoident had the! earmarks
of an entrapment, in the vlew of some
diplomats. There is 1o ‘sign that the 25
page documeqc on parapsychology hand-
ed to him on the street just before he
was Geized contained important informa-
tion. However, there s 4 record of Soviet
semsitivity ‘and " August Stern’s informar
tion " {ndicates that - parapsychology is o
matter of concarn to the authorities. :

_Mr. Stern 18 a son of Dr. Mikhail Stern,

an. sndocrinologist who was imprisoned
before. .baing Qqued to leave the Saviet
Upion in March. August Stern said he
wisk told before. laaving the Soviet ‘Union
two years 3g0 that gn even more secret
laboratory than the one he knew in Sibe-
riz had been get ‘up in- Moscow under
the direction of the K.G.B.

‘A Frevch sclentist and former intelli-
zmce agent, Jacgues Bergier, has written
2 bopk gaying that extragensory percep-

rprrsa .
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tion, one of the theories studled by parap-
gy, may be used in espionage,
tought control, surveillance and as a
form of weapon. - - ' :
Pargpsycholagy covers four specific
fields of nonphysical phenomena. They
are telepathy (transmission of ‘thought
without jse of the sensés), extrasensory
perception, telekinesis (transmisslon of
motion without any evident use of physi-
cal epergy) and clairvayance (the ability
to see distant or future events without
physical interventien).
Most scientists remain skephcal thet

such phenomena actually exist, but there ~ §

are: researchery thmughout tha world
dedicated ‘to proving asnd if possible, exe
plalning them '
Formml ofﬁcmlily subsidized Soviet re-
d has gone on for years,

mma«énea publicl vaunted and 8t cher o

naounced and aven denied.
U.s. Navy Was Interested in’1950°s

At one time in 1
1960's; the United States ' a?{ and’ the
Stanford Ressarch Institute did -
mengs in mlepath¥
provide an unde oct&ble mm Qt
munioating with S({
= kmwn. the e ments Med mxt

;ui"tl"y’ mmm.nw mwﬁ mlhe

1975 somo Soviet vgmpsychol

were persecuted and hole subj

wes publicly uttaoked Eduard Naumov.,
researcher no avident connectior

wi.bh e milita “or; pollce, ‘was tdm,

o charge of ‘accepting. {gea for lentiwe

without pennlssim. vag.
1o two yesrs in hsbpr ¢

mmtaacts with Western | pa
“Later, on June 18, 1

%sycholo?

Brezhnev, - the ‘Soviet- luder. urged thg,' Y"m .,

Unlted States to-agres on a -ban of
search and development of new kinds‘of
weapons “more- tarrible” than. anyt
the world has kiown, American mﬂ ,
cantrol negotlators have tred to fipd ou
from ‘their Soviet coumterparts w!
had in mind, but-they have.not leamed
anything more than-that he meant “some
l:ﬂf mys," accordlng to Unitpd Htates.

' Vucmmnz Treatment Noted 8

At first, American intelligence thought
he might have been referring to laser
beams or some way of focusing cosmic

rays, but they no longer belleve this to

be the case, They say that they are baf-
fled by the reference. -

There is no evidence thet Mr.Brezhnev

—r—

the late 1950‘5 and early

to seq whether it mﬂld. g

“of plrapsyohol

.'l ea wers dismissed ;w i s
R RS

1‘, { Monde
‘oug letter

"Robert €, Joth, Los’ Angélen Times
ont in Londou yesigrday.

was refen‘ing bo somet’hjng in the tield
. But'it is a possibility

has oocur to some observers, es-
ly becsuse of the vascillating treat-

‘menat, Of para ogists, the. evident
.{invq!vm g the K8, with the sub-

pd what some regard gs & tradition-
| interest in mysticism.
initial detention a week ago,
zmeah re to have quoted
,'smtement made by an employee
Agademy of Sciences who had been
‘WY the ‘authorities to examine the
ity I his possession. The state-

1. veferred to *psi particles” and said
S'fmateriul is secret and shows the
. of work done in some closed scien-
ttie Insfitutes of our state.”

" Yast year; “‘the Paris newspaper Le
shed ‘a letter by a Russian

adimir Lvov denouncing a previ-

3' a . French professor, Henri
Gastant, a:;l cih?lt parapsycholo-
8Y- researc wuo i ally su rted in
the Soviet Unlon. - v sppo

" Mr. Lvov was ldentified by Le Monde
as a “Soviet sclentific writer in Lenin-
rad,” but Western sources said they be-
ieved he was connected with the K.G.B.
The French professor had simply men-

named

' tloned, in the course of a plea for support

of pampsychology research, that the Rus-
sians were engaged in it.
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Lin Parapsychology for M ilitafy Uses!

The reply, titled “Myths and Realities
in the Soviet Union,” ‘and published on
Aug. 4, 1976, Mr. Lvav said: :

“The truth {s simple. There is no panap-
sychology as a legitimate’ and officially

recognized branch of Soviet science. No

institute or scientific research center in
the U. S. 8: R. is occupied with telepathy,
psychokinesis, etc. But there are a few
groups of “amateurs. , . whalook into
the ‘paranormal’ with the ald. of some
Journalists without scruples of seientific
exactitude.” . S
- Yet, soon after the trial & Mr. Naumov,
the Soviet parapsychologis
The Times of London said “the .Sqviet
Academy of Pedag_o;ical Sclences had de-
clared the study of psychic phenomens,
4. subject -fit for sclentific study, and
‘therefore not a permissahle field for unof-
ficlal researchers. = - . ..
" Mr. Stern’s reminiscenses of the labora-
tory where he worked and the way it
- was finally shut ‘down only add to the
public' record. The laboratory was in No-
.voglbirsk’s “Science City, a ‘complex be-
~ longing to: the Siberlan branch of. the
gsgademy of Sciences, It wag In a separate
uilding, and the deor could be opened
~only by ‘a coded Jock with the code
changed every week. It zms known s
“Special Department No. 8" and was re
ferred to as @ branch of ‘the Institute
of- Automation and Electrometry, -
. .- Headed by a Navy Officer
The head was Vitaly Perov,
cer, wha opened it in 1966, Mr, Stern
deference to two visltors

0 cam
the- early days he

in

e K.G.B, men:
Worker
country uatit

_ til there were about 60 persons
at-the la e

ratary. The scientists' among

for- el
millions," Mr. Stern said. His own worl

that there might be an orderl “Rystem
ln. which all ﬁinds of energy {ouﬁ ‘be
charted, similar to. Mendeleysv's periodic
ta?tlgsnf‘ emical- elements. -As a ‘result
o
some ggnk ‘spaces, unknown elements
If such-a chart could be discovered
for epetgf,“ Mr." Stern” thought, ‘it, too,
might he Tound to have blank spaces that
miglit lead to physical {dentification of
particles to explaln the mystery of psy-
chic 'energi, the “psi particles.” :
He worked for two years and found

. 4 teport to

| the navy, was conduching parapsychology
« 7 Sl isprehin
a navy offi-
said, He recglled that Mr. Perov showed |

&
¥8 to chack’ on theinstalla. |8
g:nMr Stern helleved the visitors to |

ware recruited from around the |i

them were given virtually unlimited funds |
aborate equipment, “It .cost manﬁ'

was.in theoretical physics. His view wag | hesp

wdic table, which originally left
‘| scientists.”

nothing. Other experiments at the laborg-|
tory Involved applying electric shocks
newly-born kittens. to see whether. their|
‘mothers, three floors upstairs, registered:
any reaction through' some mental con-
nection; televislon surveillance of people|
in a room to see whetheér they responded
to attempts, by others sgveral roomg away
to send them telepathic orders; studies
iilmiglvmg maonkeys. and electrgmagnetic
felds. © - . v
There were also exggrlméms with
photon waves, In which frog®’ eyes were|.
used -as a_more sensitive measuring in-|.
strument than a machine. Oné Involved
putting bacteria on two sides of a glass
glat,e to gee Whether a fatal diseage could
e transmittpd through the glass. It was
reasoned that-if“this" cauld’ badons, ‘it
would sliow that photons—-iight particles| if
—were. aocounted for ‘some inexplicable| 2
forms of compiunication, : i
Suddenly, in 1969, the laboratory was| I
shut down. My, §tern sald he did not| f¥
know the reason and did not think it| f}
was really the teani/s. lack of success or| Hf&
‘the poor quality of M inaqce, s offivial- | g
Iy s'hewtm at the'time, ‘but g change| P¢
of attitude or power balance In the K

Sea oy VTN omT
»

. “

"~ LoningrM Project Was Canceled | 5
" Hg. way, batk i Moscow by then. He| #k
hem'% tb;t.% milltary, and particylarly

resea

A friefd of his, aLen ngrad scientlst
name_g" gqumﬂ Rerge av‘?stald him he
open aniw Tnborstory and offares i
open - anew Iaboratory and. ¢
1ob. But the project Wax canceled.
Later, fHends: Mr. Stern that the
2y irsk- spd’ planned :
i Heen combined in 4 new
of the K.G.B. He neviy le v“eﬁ_wmote |
&bo“tiﬁ. A, e K

o left in 1974, he was

* Ry. the time in 1974, he wa
told: that -eil  parapsychology work had)
curtailed " except - for’ the " secret

K.G.B. ishoratory. He said'he had heard
tunjors that something “important, very
dangerous” -had been discovered, but he

c¢ommented: -~ - . v

_ “I'never believed it. How can the K.G.B.
do effective research? They need real}
" ‘His experience in Novoeibirsk had con- i
vinced him that many researchers with||
official sponsorship were poorly qualified|
or even quacks and their p ;. could
not be substantiated. His own ressarch
papzx}; were confiscated before he emi- | §
grated. S ‘ -
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